
Weatherization

      

One of the greatest domestic challenges facing our nation is the increasing cost of energy. This reality has negative impacts on the economy in general but it also provides a particular threat to our senior citizens and low-income families. 

 

Weatherizing can lower household energy use and costs by improving the energy efficiency of individual homes. With the high cost of fuel, this program’s benefits have become increasingly important to aiding many of our neighborhoods. On average, weatherization reduces heating bills by 32% and overall energy bills by about $350 per year at current prices. Therefore, in order to most effectively reach out to the greatest number of citizens who could benefit from this program, I would ask you to pass the following information about home weatherization:    

 

Pennsylvania’s Department of Community and Economic Development administers the statewide weatherization program through local Community Action Agencies. Pennsylvania’s WAP provides weatherization and energy conservation services at no cost to low-income households. The program provides individuals with energy education resources, home energy audits, and home conservation modifications, which include primary heating system inspection and system services, attic insulation, weather stripping and caulking, home air leakage testing, and primary windows repair/replacement, as needed. Among the factors considered for eligibility are: households that have received cash assistance or food stamps from the Department of Public Welfare, households with members who receive certain cash assistance payments under the Social Security Act, and applicants who have been certified eligible for assistance under the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP). Income eligibility requirements for Pennsylvania’s Weather Assistance Program begin at $21, 660 for a single resident, increasing by $7, 480 with each additional family member. Special consideration is also given to senior citizens and the disabled. Renters and homeowners are eligible to apply as long as their homes have not been weatherized since September 30, 1994. 

 

Further information and applications for the program can be attained by contacting the following agencies in the 7th Congressional District: 

 

    -  Community Action Agency of DelawareCounty (CAADC) 
Weatherization 
90 Jansen Avenue 
Essington, PA 19029 
(610) 521-8770 

 

    -  MontgomeryCounty Community Action Development Commission (CADCOM) 
113 East Main Street 
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Weatherization

Norristown, PA 19041
(610) 277-6363 

 

    -  Housing Development Corporation of LancasterCounty (HDC) (for  Chester   County )
439 East King Street 
Lancaster, PA 17602 
1-800-732-3554 or (717)291-1911 

 

Additionally, the United States Department of Energy’s Weatherization Assistance Program has published a number of publications and reports documenting the savings and benefits of weatherization. In addition to DOE, the states and some weatherization stakeholders have also published useful documents helping low-income households reduce their utility bills through energy efficiency. I refer you to www.energy.gov/recovery  for further information, reports, publications and related links.

 

The weatherization program could also provide job opportunities to your community. The Community Action Agency of Delaware County (CAADC) provides job training to economically disadvantaged, out-of-school youth (age 17-21) in weatherization positions such as Technician and Auditor. Participants take classes at the WeatherizationTrainingCenter located at the Pennsylvania College of Technology in Williamsport and receive mentoring from CAADC staff and potential job placement in the Weatherization industry. For more information, call 610-874-8451. 

 

 

Promoting sustainable energy solutions is vital to moving forward and dealing with our energy and environmental crisis. For this reason, I voted for an additional $5 billion in the Recovery Act for the Energy Department's Weatherization Assistance Program. The measure also raises the eligibility limit to 200% of the federal poverty line, from 150%, and increases the maximum amount allowed per residence to $6,500, from $2,500.  
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